The Historical Archives of IUPAC at the Science History Institute by Ronald Brashear A s IUPAC begins celebrating its centennial this year, it seems appropriate to remind everyone that the historical record of IUPAC is preserved in the archives of the Science History Institute's Othmer Library. For the rich history of IUPAC to be told correctly and effectively, the archive is absolutely critical. And the existing archive speaks to the importance of the Institute's desire to continue to build the collection, filling in gaps that currently exist and adding future materials so that we can craft an even better history when IUPAC celebrates in bicentennial in 2119. Fortunately, at nearly the same time as the formation of the Othmer Library, we were contacted by the person who was primarily responsible for our having the IUPAC archive, Herbert Steffen Peiser. Peiser was born in Berlin and educated at Cambridge University and worked as a crystallographer and metallurgist in British industry until 1957 when he moved to the United States to become a research chemist at the National Bureau of Standards in Washington, DC. He eventually became the head of the Bureau's Office of International Relations which connected him to a variety of organizations including IUPAC where he was the US national representative on the Commission for Atomic Weights and Isotopic Abundances (CAWIA) starting in 1987. That same year Peiser contacted CHF and began to explore the possibility of CHF maintaining the repository of CAWIA papers, documents, and significant correspondence. At a site meeting in Philadelphia in 1988, members of the CAWIA informed us that a European organization had offered to host the archives but that it was a secure facility that would not permit easy access. But as the commission members preferred easy access to the materials and since the Oxford IUPAC headquarters did not have room for the archive, the CAWIA members would be willing to give the materials to CHF, assuming they get permission at the next Congress. CHF quickly drew up a deed of gift and Peiser arranged for Glassblowing Enterprises to provide US$900 to assist with the transfer of materials, and in May 1989 an agreement was signed to transfer the CAWIA archive to CHF.
With the transfer of the CAWIA archive to CHF, the IUPAC leadership became interested in transferring the organization's archives as well. The Inorganic Division records were the first to arrive. There are finding aids to these record groups that provide a much more detailed listing of their contents. The finding aids can be downloaded from each of the above catalog listings in the Othmer Library online catalog. As described by Patrick H. Shea (Chief Curator of Archives at the Science History Institute) in an article from 2013 in this journal, "The broad range of IUPAC activities has attracted scholars from around the world to use this collection. Indeed, it is perhaps one of the most highly used collections in the entire CHF [now Science History Institute] archive, as researchers explore topics such as scientific nomenclature, environmental science, and scientific education, as well as topics related to the interdisciplinary role of chemistry as the central science." We are happy to be the home of IUPAC's archives and to be able to work with IUPAC and historians from around the world to preserve the history of this important organization.
In the next one hundred years, we hope to build on our existing collection of IUPAC materials. In 2018, Patrick Shea and I visited IUPAC headquarters in North Carolina to identify additional materials that are no longer needed at the secretariat to be transferred to the Institute. We expect that this material will come to us sometime in 2019. We also hope that the centennial celebrations this year will encourage those who have participated in IUPAC Commissions, Divisions, and Committees to contact Patrick Shea (pshea@sciencehistory.org) regarding records, documents, and correspondence that they may have so that we can ascertain if they would be appropriate to add to our IUPAC collection. Please help us keep the IUPAC collection up to date and relevant to historians both now and in the future.
